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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER:

TAXATION OF U. 8TATE8 PROPER FY ILLEGAL.

A practice haa for many years prevailed in

many of the States of levying taxes on the property
of the General Government, used in its ordinary
fractions and operations, such as Navy Yards,
Arsenals, Sic.

This practice having been attempted recently by
certain tax collectors of the State of Pennsylvania,
and demands having been made on the officers in

eoauaand of Ihe several military establishments in

that State, the Officers were directed to refuse pay-
Meat, and to enjoin the process instituted to enforce
it A eopy of the Opinion recently delivered by
Jadge Gbibr, in the Circuit Court of the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, upon this point, having
leached our hands, we are induced, by its great in-
tmest to almost all the branches of the Government
making it important that it should be generally
known, to place it before our readers.

(

Opinion of Judge Gbibr on the Bight of the
State to Tax United State» Property.

The United 8Utes tt. George Weiae.
,|B Circuit Court U. 8. Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

Bill for an Injunction.
The United 8late* have filed a till for an in inction again»t

Weiae, the respondent, a collector of taxea in Cum¬
berland county, who baa eeized upon tbe property of the
Government and her officii, intending to aell U for tbe pur-
POM of levying certain taxea assessed against .. the United
States earriaon" or barracka near the town of Carliele,
Aa the parties prefer that the compUinante ahould have

their remedy, (if entitled to any,) in Una form of acuon,
rather than by action of trespass, no queauon baa been made
**

There areno facta in dispute in the caee, and it baa there¬
fore been aubmitted on the bUl and snswer. The r«pondent
presented the following asseasment or bill of taxea to tbe
officers of tbe garrison :

. .. United States Garrison Tax."
*' County tax 00

8uie tax -93 0W

-Total *156 00
** Cailisle, June 13, 1851."
On the refusal of payment the respondent proceeded to

Im and aeiae upon certain property of tbe Government
and the military officers then occupying tbe garnaoo or

^TTfceohree following questions have been propounded by the
learned counael, as properly raised by tbe case before us:

I Haa the State power to tax the forte, navy j ards, cue-

torn house, mint, garrieons, or other property of the United
States used for tbe neceeaary purposes and operations of Gov¬
ernment ?

. ,II. Granting the 8tate has such power or right, can it be
enforced by levying and seising the peraonal properly of the
United Sutee and their officera and aervanla ?

III. Haa tbe 8tate of Pennsylvania authorized the arsess-

4oaant of taxea on eucb property ?
. ,1st. The first question bere proposed has been the auhjeci

of much discussion of lale. It has b«en twice argued before
the Supreme Court of the United States, but reroaina unde¬
cided ; and, aa the preaent case can be decided without ex-
in rasing my opinion upon this point, I prefer to remain un-

commiued by any public expression of it, till it ahall again be
brought before tbe Supreme Court and fully argued.

It haa been more than once decided "that State Govern-
¦Mota have no right to tax any of the conatiiutional means

.nployed by tbe Government of tbe Union to execute its con¬
stitutional powera.".(See McUullough va. Maryland, 4
Wheaton, 316; Warton va- The City Council of Charlea-
ton, 3 Peters, 449 ) That the rain», navy yards, areenalt,
Ac. are "means or instruments" of this description cannot
be denied. It follows necessarily that a tax imposed upon
these inetrumenta or meana as such by a S'ate would be ille¬
gal. Bui it ia contended that, although a Bute cannot tax a
««mint or navy yard" of the United Statea, eo nomine, yet
that, where tbe juriediction over tbe land on which they are
erected bas not t<een ceded, it still remains subject to all the
dutiee and burdena to which it is liable in the bands of indi¬
viduals or private corporations. But however thie may be, it
inn- not fallow aa a necessary consequence that where a
State haa legally iapoeed a tax on lanoa mod far f1m.
that tbe payment of aucb Ux may be enforced by diatreas or
seizure of the personal property of the United Statea Govern¬
ment or its officers.

.....3d. " The Government of lbs Union w emphatically and
truly a Government of tbe people. In form aud in aubetance
it emanalee from tbem. Ita powers are granted by them, and
are to be executed directly on them and for their benefit .
"and this Government, though limited in its powera, ia su¬

preme within ita aphere of actioo." If the aeveral powera
entrusted to and exercised by the United State* and State
Governmenta were executed by one aovereign or government,
it would be an absurdity to tax the public property, or meana
ntr4 to execute one of ite powera or functiona to aapport
another. What would be gained by taxing a mint or fortifi.
cation, built afd auatained by publi^texee, in order to build a

coart-bouee or other public building or inetituti >n erected
and sustained by tbe same means f Is it more reasonable
that such a conflict of taxation abould exiet where the people
have distributed these aovereign powera to two distinct Govern¬
menta ? But suppoae it to exiit, could it be tolerated that
either of tbeee sovereigns, towhom these powera were entrust¬
ed, should treat the other aa a mtre private corporation > Thst
one ahould aeize, distraie, or levy on the public property in
poaeeeeion and uaed by the other } That the United States
should tax tbe 8tate-house at Harrisburg, and aeixa the furni¬
ture if it were in uae by the Legialature of Pennaylvania 1 Or
that a ooiio'y or township tax collector ahould levy on tbe
>.nMD in a fort, tbe bullion in tbe mint, or ihe aoldiera' horse
and arm > What an abeard conflict would tbua be exhibited,
where one arm of power, exercised for the benefit of the peo¬
ple, should thus be employed to paralyze another >

Whatever, theiefore, mey bo tbe power and right of a Stale
to Ux ali land within ber territory, end make it contribute to
the buidena ot the State, it cannot enforce the payment of
thea from the United 8utee, by aeiaing the peraonal property
or meana uaed by the General Government in performance of
tbe dutiee and in execution of the powere entrusted to it. To
the extent of tbe powere granted the United 8utee are sover¬
eign, and cannot be treated by tbe States as a mere corpora¬
tion, a citizen or a stranger, and aubj -cted to diatreaa and ex¬
ecution for claims, real or pretended, by every c >unty and
townahip officer. If the State of Pennsylvania has any jaet
demands against the Government of tbe United 8utea for the
uae of ber soil, recourse may be bad to Congreea, to whom
en appeal for juetice can alwaya be succeeefully made, espe¬
cially when the appellant ia a Sute of the Uoion. 1 bere ia
oo necessity for this humiliating spectacle of petty officers of
a SUU distraining or levying on the public properly of tbe
General Government, and treating it aa a petty corporation or
-an insolvent or abaconding debtor.

For this reason alone tbe court would feel justified in de¬
creeing the injunction in thie caee to be made perpetual < but
we deem it proper to vindicate tbe State of Pennsylvania from
the charge of having authorized any of her officers to assume
the power which the reepondent claims e right to execu'e.

3d. The fcet that tbe legislature of Pennaylvania ever in¬
tended to authorise the UxaUon of the tew acrea of ground
occupied and u*ed by the Government of the United Butea
for min», custom-house,«avy yard, araenal, and barracka haa
heretofore been asmmed, but to my mind bee not been satis¬
factorily proved. It ie true, it will not suffice for me to saythat I do not believe (aa I do not) that aacb an intention ever
entered into the mind of any memoer of the legislatures who
enacted these tax lawa. The intention of tbe law-maher is to
be discovered only from the face of the aU!nte, and by a fair
and liberal construction ot i*s terras.
The act of 16th of April, 1834, for laying county ratea and

lories, and that of *i9ih <rf April, 1S44, which makra provi-eion for a Sute tax, do not differ very materially in their
enumeration of the aubj -cu of taxation. But, as the latter ia
evidently intended to t* the moat atringent and comprebenaive, it will be eufficient if we can show that it does not, on
a proper conetruction of its language, neeeeaarily include
Uoda uaed by the United NisUs for the politic benefit, aa
oaeane of executing the powers entrusted to tbem by tbe
people.

Tbe terms of ibis act are : "All real esute, to wit, houses,land*, lots of ground end ground rents, mills, manuf«cU>riea
of all kinda, furnaces, forges, hioomeries, distilleries, augar-bouaea, mah houses, breweries, tan-yard., fisheries, and ter¬
ries, wharves, and all other real eetate not exempt by law
from taxation." .

. , .Now, it cannot be denied that the mint, tbe navy yard, gaT-
rieon, Ac. are "real estate" and that tbe word land in its
widttt kfil acceptation m'gbt iuclod* tbem. But I need not
cite caee to abow tbe Injustice and absurdity that would otten
arise from cons-ruin* every word of . eUtute in Ha absolute or

Unrest ssnee j or that the preemble, the subject-matter, the
ihirrt. aim, policy, and ej.irlt of the whole act ahould be sought

. for, and tbe letter of any particular section er sentence made

MU^e among^e'eeriiect rulee of conatroction that "»heo
statutes are made there are eome things which are exempted
o*fort-mixed out of tbe provisions iheieoC though not ex-

preaaly meniieoed." [Plowd. 13, b.)
.When general terms are send, and the statute enumerates

the particulars under s videlicet, It shows the intention of the

legislator lo limit lb* compreheosteenees of lb* general pbas-
seology lo Ibe particulars enumerated tboae ejuadem gen¬
eris. Thua we find chat the whole purview, policy, end aim
of this act U to ra'aa a revenue from private property/ no

mode is pointed oat whereby a tax can be collected from pub¬
lic squares, court-houses, poor houses, forts, arsenals, 4c.
The terma '' all other real estate" .houid therefore be con-

atrued to mean ail other real estate rjusdem generis of tbet
enumerated. 1 need not repeat the enumeration to show that
every article in it ie private property. The property referred
to aa exempted by law are grave yards, churches, charitable
and literary corporaliona, nil private property. Tbinga in
the aervice of the people or public are never specially men¬

tioned or excepted in any act imposing taxes, becaust> the ab¬
surdity of such an application of their terms could never be
anticipated. Can the asaeaaor of Danphin county demand .

county poor, or road las on the public building* el Harrie-
burg} Have the public aquarea in Philadelphia ever been
taxed for State, city, or county purpoees ? Do the county
jails and court-bousea pey taxes for the support of the bo¬
roughs within which they are aituated ? Yet these are all in¬
cluded in the comprehensive term " real eetate j" but 44 they
are exempted or fore-prised from the proviaions of the atatute

by the law of reaaon," and becauae it would be absurd to aup-
pose that an act to raise revenue from private property for
public purpoaea should be construed to embrace properly al¬
ready dedicated to public use, or purebased or paid for by
pubHe money.
The cases of Piper vs. Singer, [Serg. and Rawle, 851,]

and Schuylkill bridge va. Fraily, [13 S. and R. 434,] ate

authorities to abow that these gereral terma in the tax lawa
refer only to private property.things enumerated.*'ct alia
timilia and that court-houeas and bridges are not subjects
of taxation, though not specially exempted.
The people of Penneylvania are also citixene of the United

Stales. The Government of the United Slate* is no alien
here ; it cannot be ignored or treated aa a mere corporation.
The mini, the navy yard, &c. are meana to advance the pros¬
perity and defend the property and peraon* of the people of
Pennsylvania, and may truly be called public property.
State laws, laying taxea on private property for public usee,
should not, from mere general or vague phraseology, be con¬

strued to include the property of the United Slates. A State
ought not to be presumed to intend the excuse of a doubtful
right, unless such intention is plainly sel forth. When an

officer claims a right under 8tale authority to arrest the arma¬

ments or troops of ibe United Slates, to seixe the boraea and
arms of her officers and soldier*, (as iu this case,) be should
be sure that he has the authority of the State for so doing.

I am pleased lo find that the Legislature of Pennsylvania
has not enumerated either the saint, navy yard, arseial, forte,
or any other property held for the public benefit of the United
8taua, and has therefore not intimated an intention to au bo-
rise her officers lo interfere with the General Gjveu.ment in
the exercise of iu constitutional powers. If it is the will of
the peopleof Pehnsylvania to insist upon the siill<fou6//u/right
of taxing thefew acres of land used by the General Govern¬
ment for the public benefit, it will be easy for their Legisla¬
ture to expreai such intention in plain language which can¬

not be misunderstood. And when the question of power is
fairly raised, it will have to be decided. In the mean time,
county, city, and township assessors and collectors should re¬

frain trom making demand* which they have no clear right
to make, and certainly none to enforce, in the manner at-
temp ed by the reapondent in this case.
The people of Pennsylvania feel that tbe location of the

mint, navy yard, Ac. within their territory ia a benefit, and
hot a burden. A power to tax ia a power to destroy. For
all tbat can be gained by tbo exorcise of this power, it will
hardly be worth while to contest the right or insist on a demand
which implies a power, if not a wish, to expel these institu¬
tions from her borders. Let the injunction be made per¬

petual. Bx Till Coi nr.

PARIS CU8TOM8.

We lake the following paragraphs from an interesting
Paris letter in the 8t. Louis Republican :

I will tell you bow Easter week is kept in Paris. First,
though, I must say something about Longchamps, or the
promenade de Longchamps, aa the French call it. Thia
fete, which consists in nothing more than riding and driving
up one side of the long avenue of the Champs Elyt£es and
down tbe other, lakes place annually on Holy Thmaday and
Good Friday. It dates from Louis XV, anJ its origin is as

follows : An ancient abbey called Longchamps, found, d in
1261 by Isabella of France, sister of St. Louis, exiated near

tbe Maillot gate, and was so bumble that few persons ever

knew of its existence. Suddenly two sisters, the daughters
of a noble family, sooght refuge in the abbey against tbe
cares and temptaliona of tbe world. These young ladies in¬
troduced into tbe abbey tbe taate and art of music. They
founded a chapel in which every year during Pa-aion Week
ascred concerts were given, and tbe music is described aa

havioc Wn almost celestial. All Paris fl >cked to these con¬
certs, and e»eijr ih«j became more and naora fashionable.
At laat came the Revolution of '93, and ibe conceits were

stopped. After the 18th brumaire, the police, in order to
amuse the public and distract attention, tried to revjv#, under
a new pretext, the ancient musical and religious pilgrimage
to Longchamps. They hired carriagea to drive along the
Champs Elysles, the occupants dressed in a way to excite
curiosity and amusement. And thus the start given every
year from Wednesday to Friday of Pa»sion Week, the long
procession of csrrisges and horsemen, extending from the
Place de la Conc orde to the Bois de Bjlogne, serves as a

pretext for Ibe display of spring fashions, and ecceuiricitiee
which would be tolerated nowhere else.

This year tbe weather waa uncertain, which made the dis¬
play less brilliant than u-ual. As I sai I before, tbe carriagea
all go up one aide and down the o her of the broad avenue,
and no carriage ia allowed to atop or leave tbe line except at
one of the two ends. Police men, or gen* d'arms, on horse¬
back, are stationed at aaiall diatances to see tbat all rulea and
regulations are properly observed. Tbia year tbe most ele¬
gant and showy equipages, by fsr, were those belonging lo
tbe different actresses of note. Kachel's waa an elegant car¬
riage, painted in dark green and gold, drawn by four jet-black
horses, with gilded badness. Two footmen behind, and tbe
coachman, were dreased in green velvet livery, faced and
trimmed with gold. Rebecca (Rachel's sister) afforded aa

sirong a contrast in her equipage as she does in her person.
Her carriage was small, light, and open, painted in blue, and
dra«n by f>ur snowy-white horses, with plated bameaa. Toe
coachman and footmen were in a bvrry of blue and silver.
Rebecca is young and pretty, and haa a great number of ad¬
mirers.
Two of the greatest curiosities, at this seaaon of the year,

is tbe Gingerbread fair and tbe Ham fair, held on Good
Friday and the Satuiday and Sunday following. You muat
know that tbe good people of Paris are exceedingly fond of
hams, but pork ia so dear that they eat a slice of ham, occa¬
sionally, only as a very great luxury. 8ucb a thing aa a gen¬
tleman curing kia own bams, or having hia own am ke-
house, was never beard of here, probably. Well, once a
year, a great lair of bama, sausages, snd pork of every de¬
scription is held at Paris, and then the retail dealers and
families Isy in a supply. The fair is kept by .people from all
parts of France, and affords tbe best and most curious spec
tsde of the manners, customs, and costumes of the different
provinces. There may be seen the Picardy women, with
their snowy caps at least two feet high, and the Normandy
women, with two stiff white muslin wings floating from the
aides of their heads, and the Anvergnots, and the Bourgog-
nese, with cap crowns measuring two or three feet in ciicum-
ference, and their abort red petticoats, little stiff jackets, and
wooden shoes, giving them the moat picturesque sir in the
world.
The Gingerbread fair is similar lo the Ham fair, but ia

mostly made np by tbe Parisiana. Tbe French are exceed¬
ingly fond of gingerbread, but I must say, Ibey cannot make
it aa good as that made in tbe United Stales. Tbe molsstes
is very bed here, and a great deal of honey ia used ins ead,
which makea the cake exceedingly tough. One booth at tbe
fair was kept by a woman who Bold gingerbread, cut into all
sorts of forms. There were men and women almost tbs s xe
of life, and gigantic eats and dogs, snd horses and cows, and
sheep, and every thing, in fact. Her customers, were mostly
children, who were bigbly delighted with tbe display she
made. Coming down through tbe Champa ElyrCes, sfier
visiting the fair, I stopped to see some of lbeouu,eri»us shows,
wbtcb are in full operation during the holydays. I found
myself at last within a circle whers an Arab waa allowingoff with seven or eight great serpents. I wanted to turn and
go away, but tbe crowd bad become ao great, (hat I lound I
could not move, and waa obliged to remain a witness of Ccr-

tainly one of the most curious and frightful spec'aclea ever
offered to tbe public- Tbe soake-charmer was seaud on ibe
ground, after tbe fashion of his country, with his snakes all
arour.d him » two or three of tbem were of the m si eiior-
moos sixe, almost ss large aa .a full-grown boa. He would
take them up in bis handa, let them wind sround his legs,
arms, body, neck, and head « slick out their forked tongues
and kiss him on tbe hands, tbe lips, tbe eye-lid*, and presenttheir beads or tails lo bim, as he commanded them. While
tbe spectacle was proceeding in tbe most successful way, one
of the largest snakes slipped off unnoti ed by tbe Arab, or
apparently ao, and dragging itaetf along got out of Ike crowd,
every body, you may be sure, giving bim a clear space. Just
ou'aide of ihe circle two dogs were pleying together. Tbe
aerpent no sooner spied ihem, than be raised bis head, and
m another moment was busy winding himself around Ibe
t>°dy of one of the unfortunate animals. Tbe poor dog reallyscreamediwitb fight It was like tbe scream of a human

*. Arab no sooner heard it and understood tbe
cause, than he gat op, want to tbe spot, and without touch¬
ing the aerpent at all spoke a law worde, aod tbe creature in¬stantly uncoiled itself slowl, unUl it lelt the dog free, aod I
assure you one of tbe canine race never raa an fast se thatdog did, as soon as he got looss. Tbe surprise of tbe spec¬tator* of this scsneknew noboruxW, end pieces of stiver were
literally showered into lbs Arab's turban.

LIGHT FROM WATER..OTHER P08ITI0N8
VERIFIED.

To the Editors of the National Intelligencer.
Giitlixii : Under the courtesy extended to ma by you

mom tin* (toe* I had, atone time, taken up my pea for (bo

purpose of induing an aoewer to "Omega," who, you will
remember, publiabed in your columna a reply.or rather a

paper purporting to be a reply.to the philoeophical viewe
which you were eo kind aa lo preaent to the public for me in

April laet( but I concluded that the matter of "OmegaV
article waa, in tbe 11rat place, acarcoly worth the trouble of .
notice, and, in the aecond place, the terma in which tbe
article waa couched placed it rather beyond the pale of civili¬
ty. The whole question in dispute between us (for the
writer did not aey any thing as to my own particular views)
waa reduced to » aimple question of fact aa to tbe patent of
Mr. Henry M. Paine, which question haa been settled to tbe
aatiafaction of the world, by tbe publication of tbe patent
ileelf in " Appleton's Mechanic*' Magazine," together with a

notice of " Shepherd's patent," (an improvement on Paine\)
in the Nos. of thatjournal for May and June, 1861. " Bil-
liman'a Annual of Scientific Discovery" for 1860, issued this

year, at pagea 238, '39, '40, and *41, also gives quite an ac¬

curate account of tbe same thing.
When Mr. Paine'a method waa first talked ot, I was the

only man in tho country, I believe, other than tbe psrtiea
directly intereated in it, who attached to it either credence or

importance. I did not know, nor do I now know, Mr. Paine

personally. Neither waa I or am I iu communication with
him I credited hie invention aimply becauee tbe principlee
from which I reason philosophically led me to foresee tbe re¬

sult. And I again repeat that there is not in any of the po¬
sitions assumed by Mr. Paine, either in respect of tbe catalyeie
of hydrogen gas, by paaaing it through spirits of turpentine,
or as regards the conversion of water into hydrogen or into
oxygen, at the will of the operator, any thing which militates
against correct reason or poaitively ascertained (act. I know
it ia said by a certain ee( of laboratory men.who, in regard
to science, are like churchmen in regard to religion, and
damn every one who darea to think or pray otherwiae than by
cuatomary formulas,however absurd they may be to the ra¬

tional mind.that Mr. Paine, in the first place, haa not done
what he has said he has done ; and, in the aecond place, that,
even if he haa done what he claims to hare accomplished, he
is entitled to no credit for it; for it ii either not worth a

thought, or, if worth a thought, some one else did it long
ago. For theae kind of men, it matteranot who they are, or

where they are, I entertain too profound a contempt (o

interchange ideas with. They firat dmy that a thing has
been done, and, when driven from this position by thefact,
they pronounce the idea old or elae vilueless. This ia tbe
way they ahow their logic, their morally, and their eminent

philosophical acquirements. We havr an instance of this in
" 8illiman's Annual," just quoted, in reference (o Mr. Paine.
Turn to page 16 of "Notes by the Editors," and you will
find thia language, viz :

" This claim, (Mr. Paine's,) so entirely at variance with
the principle» ofchemistry, is, wetbiik, disbelieved in whole
or in part by all scientific men in the country, and before tbe
truth ahall be establiahed by tbe onlf proper tribunal, wo are

not diapoeed to give it credit."
Now (urn lo page 240 of the bool, and you will find these

same " Editors" aaying :

" Mr. Paine maintains that the turpentine undergoes no

consumption; but that (he gas, in its passage through it, ia
catalysed, or changed from aimple hydrogen to a more illumi¬
nating gas, by con/act or presencejmittiovt detracting from tbe
turpentine any of ita original propa-ties, an effect by no meant

without a parallel in chemistry."
I have underscored tbe plain contradiction in which the

Editora have involved themselw?. We know, from tb«
beautiful papers and experiment* of Berzelius and others rn

catalysis, to be found published in the " Annales de Chimin,"
that the precise result claimed by Mr. Paine, ao far from being
at "variance" with chemical Uw, ia exactly in accordance
with tbe law. But let ua see asmetbing mote of tbe absurdi¬
ty of the " Editors" on this question. Mr. Paine's invention
is so " entirely at variance with the principles of chemistry
that it is not to be believed," my them gentlemen ; and yet,
at page 241 of their book, they give ua the following autho¬
ritative statement, headed:

" Gaseous 7H»information of Wafer.
" At tbe meeting of tbe Royal 8ociety on January 24

1850, a communication was read from Mr. Daniel Paret, on
the gaseous transformation of water, by mean* of a pile in
two separate compartments, having no other el.ctric commu¬
nication between them besides conducting wires of copper
and giving in the one oxygen alone, and hydrogen alonein
the other. After premisiog that, at tba present time, it is
the generally-received opision that water is a compound of
oxygen and hydrogen, the author states that he now brings
forward an experiment which proves, not that water is a com¬
pound, but really a simple element, the generator of oxygen
and hydrogen t tince, without being decomposed, a given
volume of water may be entirely tranaformed at will, either
into oxygen or hydrogen. Thus, be considers, it i« no longer
a decomposition of pre-existing elements which is effected
but really a giaeous transformation into (wo sub-elements!
which are formed at the expeoee »f the water, by the trans¬
position of its combined or coercitne electricity, which places
itself in excess in the water whiefc becomes oxygen, st tbe
expense of another volume which Incomes hydrogen. How¬
ever astonishing this may appear, it is un fait accompli et
acquis d la science.' After deacribing the experiment
which be c insiders as supporting hii doctrioe, the author ob-
aervee that *these experiments prow, first, contrary to tbe
indefensible theory, (a compound electric fluid which is de-
compoeed and recompoeed,) there iea true transfer of fluid in
the current, which, besides, would bs sufficiently evident by
its motive power; second, that the clectric fluid is reallu
the eoercitivc agent of cohesion ; third, water is not a com¬

pound.is not an oxide.but truly a flrat element, the gene¬
rator of oxygen and hydrogen ; forth, it reveals a body
unknown until now, and very likely many other bodies are
in the same condition as water.'.See proceedings of tbe
Royal 8ociely."

It ia quite evident that tbe Sditors of 8illiman's Annual,
though in their introductory pagee they pronounce Mr.
Paine's method of decomposing water and preparing its con¬
stituent parta for light at " variance with chemical taw," yet
have admitted (hat thia method, in one of ita chief proJ^es,
is " not without a parallel in chemistry." A fact so strik¬
ing aa thia only aervea to ahow how dangerous it is for any
man who haa not worn (he cap and gown of a professor to
venture upon the field of scienoe. it also appears quite plain
that M. Paret aubstantiatee Mr. Paine's other position,
that " water may be converted into oxygen or hydrogen at
will" Here, then, we have Mr. Paine substantiated in those
very positions which some gentlemen have found it so very
easy to aay were opposed to chemical laws. I rather think,
If these gentlemen had given to the matter (aa they were ia
fairness bound to do, on the supposition that they really
loved the truth) a candid and unbiased consideration, lay
ing aside that narrow jealousy which, I fear, has attended
them in consequence of tbe fact that one of tbe fraternity
did n H achieve tbe honor, they would have aaen from the
plainest rules of catalysts, aa explained by ihnee great mas¬

ters, Berzelius and Thenard, there was nothing, as B.lliman
in despite of bis prejudices, admit/, militating againat tbe ca¬

talytic part of (he method. The other fact statrd by Paret,
none bu( a man of genius, none but a man capable of mak¬
ing and establishing roles, could have reached, and, cons**-

quently, it ia not to be wondered at that tboee whose intel¬
lects only aspire to follow rules should have failed to compre¬
hend a result aa remarkable as true.
And is Mr. Paine entiled to no credit, because bebeppens

not to be a teacher of children in school-rooms, and baa not

been duly dubbed a prof<-s*or, (God save tbe mark !) for the
beau'iful result* he haa accomplished, and tba new trains of
thought and invention be bee thereby stimulated f Is he to
be decried because be csnn >t light up the earth by a aingle
elfin, or produce a aubstitute for steam at a single trial ?
Did Robert Fulton succeed in bringing 11 bear tbe principles
of steam practically in a day or a year > or was it after many
yean effort; eKer a weary time of want, and suffering, and
nmnificationt after being discountenanced and decried as a

fool and a madman, that be finally succeeded in profiling a

boat by steem, at the rate of a few rmlee an boar > How
much time, bow many millions of experiments^ and how
mapy millions of dollars haa it cost to bring steem to its pre¬
sent point of perfection ? A e these cavillers sgainst Paine
more numerous (ban were th« cavillers against Fulton ? Are
those learned professors, who have attempted to .mother Mr.
Peine e development*, prepared to eay that tbe same amonm
of tuna, and labor, and experim«., and money which have
been expended in developing and perfecting steem power, wil,
not lead lo tqQMj important rraulta If cxptoM in (liTtlou*
,n« «od Perfecting .he principles exhibited in Psme's inven
-ton t Look at tbe raeuh. of the flrrt improvement thet ha,
been made on the Paine prom* of eHmmatioc tbe g.eeo...
.Jementa of water, ee dstailed m «. AppwTlMagasioe" to.
May leal, and aay, ye wife egotieU, if ever before such at-

IT32:T' is. . ««irir.irp£
deal application of a philooophied principle, v£.

*.011 ras "lunii'i jotrtVit," brolahd.
" Water Oat..ShcpartTa Patent.

" Our titdors an familiar with the fact that an American
(Point) had luccoodod ia dtoonpiMiBg water, and eo com-
bioiDg iia hydrogen with carbon aa to form aa Uluminsiiog
gas, which ho proposed ao a substitute for coal m 4c.
Since the period at which the American discovery waa an¬
nounced, a German chemist of great eminence baa announced
the discoveiy ofa proceaa by which the water may be decom-
peead and the carburetted hydrogen formed at litila more
than a nominal ooet, with unerring certainly, and, practically,ia an unlimited quantity. The gaa ao produced ia aaid to
possess illumine'ing power far exceeding that of ordinary eoel
gaa, and ia capable of producing, in the act of combustion,
aucb an amount of caloric aa to conetitute an economic aub¬
atituto for coal in the generation of water-steam for the propulaion of boats and locomotives. Thia invention haa been
patented in moat of the countries of the European continent,in England, and 8cot!and, and Ireland, by Mr. Shapard, anEnglish gentleman whoae intimate connexion with the con¬
tinental 8tates afforded him peculiar facilitiee for the greatenterpriee in which he haa embarked. We undetatand that
the gaa produced by Mr. Sbepanfs pa'ent ia not only capableof being uaad aa a fuel for the generation of ateam from wa¬
ter, but ia in itaelf capable of being adapted to all the uaea
to which ateam power ia now applied.the expansive gaaitself performing the fanctiona of high-pressure ateam. Seve¬
ral great Bnglish companiea have already entered into con¬
tract* for the uae of thia patent, which, if it abould realise
the expectationa of the patentee, ia deatined to create a revo¬
lution little inferior to that created by the application of ateam
aa a locomotive power."
The London " Time* " tbua alludes to thia inteieating in¬

vention, via:
" One or two of the principal railroad compeniee have

lately entered into an arrangement with Mr. Bhepard, who
haa patented au invention for the decomposition of water,and negotiationa are pending with eome ateamboat and gaacompanies for the application of tbia patent to propel oteam-
boata, locomotives, and other engine*, by which the coot of
working machinery and generating gaa ia likely to be greatlyreduced."
But what if neither Poine's j&uent nor 8hepard'a patentshould accomplish, in lull, the ends proposed, is.that a rea¬

son why the principles ahould be abandoned ? According to
my mode of reaajniog a* to practical results, a floating logis the firat approach to a floating caooe | and a floating eaooe,with a band-paddle for a propeller, ia the next approach to a
boat with oara for propulsion; and a boat with oara soon
gives place to the veaael with sails ; and the veasel with aaila
ia followed by the veeael with ateam t and I doubt not, with
Meaara. Paine, and Paret, and 8hepard, that the vessel with
gaa will follow, pari passu, the veaeel now driven by ateam.
I also think with Page, that a veasel driven by electrical force
will be realised, though hardly upon hia preaent plan. I
likewise think that a vessel, driven by pure snd free caloric,
acting through an intervening medium, is to flutter the equa¬
nimity of the professional corps then exiating, and that then
will follow a veesel driven by the united forces of electricityand caloric, aa I have elaewhere aaid, realising the most gi¬
gantic mechanical power which man ahall ever reach. But
thia leada me to recur to the heading of thia article.vis.
" Other positiona verified".and, with it, to the principal
object I had in view in taking up my pen at thia time.
Firat, what poaitione have I taken heretofore that have been
realised ? Second, what are being or are juat now realised ?
By a recurrence to the article I published in the National In¬
telligencer April 28tb, 1851, you will find that I there repeatvsriou* conclusions and predictions aa to science snd scien¬
tific invention made by me yeara previous. More than ten
yeat* ago I aaaumed the poeition tbat " any square inch of
Bolid substance contained a sufficient quantity of electric force,
in a latent conditioo, which, if rendered free and sensible,
would be capable of generating a power of almost aii incal¬
culable magnitude." Thia position has been thoroughly sub¬
stantiated bv Faraday within the last two years. Again,
seven or eight years ago I asserted " (be speedy accomplish¬
ment of the procurement of the gaseous products of water,
through tbe instrumentality of electricity in sufficient quan¬
tities aa to render their application to the aeveral purposes of
beating and lighting entirely practicable." Mr. Henry M.
Paine and others have subetantiated this prediction within the
last two yeara.
Again, twelve years ago, I proclaimed " electricity to be

the cause of coheaioo as one of tbe qualities of attraction."
M. Paret haa proven the ** electric fluid to be the coercitive
igent of cohesion" (to uae hia own word*) within the last two
ireara. These are some of the positions in science assumed
)y me, years ago, which may now be eonaidered practicallyrealised, to say nothing of other no less striking and no lew
mportant points, among which may be mentioned the idea of
'* latent electricity as a priociple as fixed as that of latent
saloric," announced by me publicly in 1839, but advanced
jrior io tbat time; which idea is now becoming prevalent, for
he first time, with the earthly and divine right of philoso-
>hers.
But, in the article published in the Intelligencer of the

18th April, I say that " I do not doubt but that I shall live
o see atmospheric air brought to bear aa a substitute for st* am
n ocean navigation." 8ince this sentence was penned I wish
o say to you particularly that a gentleman from New Or-
eans, of ssgacious intellect and vast inventive genius.I mean
"it. William Richardson.has visited this city for the purpose
.f having constructed a machine to realise the conception,
le has, to my own knowledge, succeeded at length, after en-
ountering and overcoming numerous difficulties, in perfect-
Dg the necessary mechanical nrans to bring to bear the agent
mployed, and to contrpl the principlea used. I regret that I
annot wi h safe y enter into a minute detail of tbe whole ar-
angement. It mightjoopard his rights so to do, for in " Yankee
tnd" we have a goodly number of sharpers who consider it no
io'ation ofmoral principle to steal away tbeproductaofanother's
rain. I feel, however, perfectly juatified in saying tbat I
erily believe Dr. Richardson's invention is destined to be one
f tbe most important that the world bas ever witnessed, snd
bat it will seriously tbreatep the subversion of steam, and
oal, and cumbrous engines, add filth, and weight, and «m >ke,
nd beat, and all other parts of the dangerous and bulky
arapbernalia now incident to the most approved modea of
icomotion. Any extent of power may be obtained, and the
ources of this power may be bad wherever beany be, whether
y sea or land. The invention will enable tbe whole space
etween decks in a ship to be gained free of any kicd of in-
umbrance, as the whole machinery used msy be placed in
be bottom of tbe ship beneath tbe water line. It avoids the
langer of fire, as no fire is used. It avoids tbe danger of boil-
re bursting, as no boilers are used. In point of cost it will
e much less than the cost of stesm, snd in point of *afe'y
tnd comfort there is no comparison to be instituted. Indeed,
cannot use terms too commendatory of this important in-
erttion. Tbe Doctor propoees to potent it throughout Eu-
ope, as well as in this country ; and I am well assured that
te cannot fail to realize from it in tbe course of a few yeara a
'ortune as large as human heart may desire, provided tbe
talents are properly secured. He was sttracted to me through
he publication in the Intelligencer mentioned above, and since
tur first interview I have seen him often, and be bas kept me
soris'antly informed of his daily progress, which consideration
in his part I have appreciated highly ; for nothing gives me
note pleasure than to steal at timea an hour from my regular
xtrauits to talk over aome matter of science with a man of
ntelligence and good breeding.
Io conclusion, it may be asked of me, How have you reach-

id your results, ss thrown out in tbe various papers you have
fiven the public through the press ? Why do you rely upon
be propositions ststed by you in the srticle published in tbe
Intelligencer on the 38th April, sdmitting, as you do, tbst
rou are neither a manipulator nor a machinist} My answer
a simple. I have reasoned to my conclusions from all the
Tacts and experiments to which I bsve hod accees, ss educed,
inducted, and compiled by thooe who are mechinists snd
manipulators, as woll as from sn oberrvance of tbe thousends
jpon thousands of noturol phenomena which beve daily oc-

:urred around me. I bave done tbie with an eye aingle to
truth, and not for the purpose of dragging myself into public
notice and public favor by the coat-skirts of any msn, how¬
ever distinguished. Thus, whrnever, in any bonk of science
>r elaewhere, I have met with a fact which contradicted tbe
lature of the principle sought to be elucidated and essblished
>y that fact, I have not hesitaied to conclude tbot the
principle was net as stated, or the fsct was not as stated,
ind, therefore, tbat the truth remained still uorsvelled j
md I have then eet myself to work to oscertoin tbe truth
f poosible. In other words, the basis of my reesoning
mihis: A principle or truth admits nothing contradictory
]o itself. Let us for o moment mske application of thia
dea. It ia commonly s«serted tbot boot end light proceed
f'om the sun direct. I deny tbe foct. Why ? Becoose
Arago, in his refiort on cometory bodies, bos clearly proven
tbat all cometary bodies as they approach the sun contract,
snd aa they recede from the sun expand / which foe'e con¬
tradict the principle claimed oo to heot end lisbt. How ? If
heot proceeds from tho sun, then aa those bodies opprooch the
sun th«y would necesearily expand under tbe influence of
the repulsive tendencies of heat thrown into tbe matter of their
foodie*; but the reverse ia the fact. Again, It Is svident that
the further these bodies are from tbe sun the more do they
expand, which, being true, it connot be thot tbe sun is the
source of beet, as the principle of hoot io tbe only source of
expansion in nature. Therefore I conclude that space is due
toandfilled with calorie, and that the sun is precisely like,
rmy other planetary body in substance or elementary prin¬
ciple ; and that the principle of cold as the attractive prin¬
ciple is more sensible in it than the principle of caloric Io
oth* r words, that each planetary body io a ceo'reof ettrection,
where the electrical influence prevailo, and whatever heot is
obtained from them rssulta from tbe condensation eternally
fiing on io their matter under thia attractive influence. As
»metary bodies, then, opprooch one of tbeoo suns, or cen¬
tres of otiraction, they moot contract, aod ae they recede
in space they absorb the caloric of opoce, end must export1.
How, then, with regord to light » The most approved p*w -

noa io reference to light io thot it is doe to If not synonymous
with beat. If, then, this position os to light be true, heot not
proceeding from the sun, light canoot proceed from it. How,

than, do wa derive heat and light? I ass preparing fttdtilllf'
. paper on Um subject My views an rathsr too extensive,
and I treat important, to be thrown eat in this loess way.
Bat I will tell yon how I get ray matbemeties. Itisthosi
In the system ofnature all points or centra art due to and
timnnymous with electricity or attraction, and aUspaceor
circumjer'nce is due to emd tynonymous with calorie. Will
ib« professional philoeopbers laugh at Uua! Perhapa so

Well, let them laugh. Far be it from me to take from them
ao poor a privilege. But will tbey aaaert that I whistle for
the want of thought I I haw ooly to aay, then, fae aeala of
nature bare not all been loosed, nor are they all ew destined
to be looeed by man to the perfection of revelation in this bfe.
Excuee me, gentleman, for hsviqg troubled you ao long,
^i*.«, -f-* -j,

THE CHIEF JU8TICE8 OF ENGLAND.

FB0X TBI! LIT1UBI WOILII.

The second volume of Lord Campbell's Lives
of the Chief Justice* exhibit* a striking contrail in
the careers of Scroggs and Jeffreys, and Holt and
Mansfield.the two former the representatives of
every thing that is contemptible in the abuse ofjudi¬
cial power, the two latter every thing that is praise¬
worthy and noble in its highest exercise. The
readers of English history are more familiar with
the shameless iniquities of Jeffreys than with the
consummate wisdom of Lord Holt or the univer¬
sal learning of Lord Mansfield. Jeffreys is
particularly a historical character, in spite of his
desert of the obscurest infamy. Fortunately, how¬
ever, his life " points a moral" whieh is not
without its use, and serves as a sort of beacon-light
to warn dishonest judges, who neither fear God nor

regard man. Scroggs, his predecessor in office,
and equal in villany, appears to similar disadvan¬
tage on Lord Campbell's pages. The accounts of
his abuses of power and judicial brutality almost
surpass belief, and are fitly concluded by the nar¬
rative of his impeachment and disgrace:'

cufir justice acaoee'a otw xe*.

"Hiedisgrace caused general joy in Westminster Hall, and
over all England ; for, as Jeffreye had not yet been clothed
in ermine, tbe name of 8ciogga waa the by-word to expreae
all that could be considered loathsome and odious in a judge.
" He waa allowed a email pension, or retired allowance,

which be did not long enjoy. When cashiered, finding no

sympathy from bis own profeseion, or from any claai of tbe
community, he retired te a country which he had pur¬
chased, called Wealde Hall, near Brentwoo* in Essex.
Even here bia evil fame caused him to be ahunned. He waa
considered by tbe gentry to be without religion and without
honor i while tbe pea*antry, who had beard some vague rn-
more of his having put people to death, believed that be was
a murderer, whispeied storiea of hie having dealings with evil
spirits, and took special care never to run the risk of meeting
him after dark. His constitution waa undermined by bia die-
solute habite, and in old age |be waa still a aulitary selfish
bachelor. After languishing in great misery till the 25th
day of October, 1683, be then expired, without a relation or
friend to elose his eyee. He waa buried in the p»reh chureb
of South Wealde.ihe undertaker, the eextoo, and the parson
of the parish alone attending the funeral. He left no de-
ecendanta { and he must either have been ihe last of his race
or his collateral relations, ashamed of their connexion with
hm, had changed their name ; for eince hia death there baa
been no Scrrgga in Great Britain nor Ireland. The word
was long used by nurses to frighten children i and aa long as
our history is studied, or our language ie spoken or read, it
will call up the image of a baae and bloody-minded villain.
With honorable principles and eteady application, he might
have been respected in his lifetime, and left a hiatorical repu¬
tation behind him. * He waa a person of very excellent and
nimble parts,' and he could both speak and write our lan¬
guage better than any lawyer of the eeventeenth century,
Francia Bacon alone excepted. He seema to have been little
aware of the light in which his judicial conduct would be
viewed t for it ie a curious faet that tbe published parts of the
State trials at which be presided were all "vised and re¬
touched by himeelf; and hia apeeches, which fill us with
amazement and horror, he expected would be regarded aa

proofs of hia apirit and genius. Tnank Heaven, we have no
auch men in our generation. It is better for ua to contem¬
plate dull moral mediocrity than profligate eccentricity, bow
ever brilliant it may be.

.' Scroggs may be considered as having been of aome use
to his country by making the character of a wicked judge so

frightfully repulsive that he may have deterred many from
giving way to his bad propenaitiee. Dean Swift says: ' I have
read eomewhere of an eastern king who put a nidge to deal
for an iniquitous sentence, and ordered bis hido to be stoned
into a cushion, and placed upon the tribunal for the son to sit
on who waa preferred to his father's office. I ,ac~ *

memorial might not have been anuaeful lo a sonof 81r Wil¬
liam 8crogga» and that both he and bis sucoaaaors would often
wriggle in their aeaia as long aa tbe cushion lasted.
" Lord Campbell has laid out bis principal sUength on the

Uvea of Holt and Mansfield, hia and all the world s beau
ideals ofjudges. And, commending hia work to the leisure
of professional readers, we devote tbe rest of our space in this
notice to extracts from bis biographiea of those two great lu¬
minaries of the law s

1111 bolt's tooth.
k Having prolonged one of his unlicensed rambles round

tbe couutry, in company with some associates as reckless as

himself, until their pursea were all utterly exhausted, it was
determined, after divers consultations how to proceed, that
they shoald part company, and try to make tb«u way singly,
each by the exercise of hia individual wita. Holt, pursuing
his separate route, came to a little inn of a straggling ''Wage,
and, pulling the beat face upon the matter, commanded bia
horee to tbe attentions of the hostler, and boldly bespoke the
best supper and bed the house afforded. 8trolling into the
kitchen, he observed there the daughter of tbe landlady-
girl of about thirteen yeara of age.shivering wiih a fit of the
ague { and on inquiring of her molber bow long she had been
ill, he waa told nearly a year, and this in spite of all ihe as¬

sistance that could be had for her from physicians, at an ex
nense by which the poor widow declared ahe bad been half
ruined. Shaking his bead with roueb gravity at the mention
of ths doctors, he bade her be uodw no further concern, for
she might assure herself her daughter should never have
another fit. Then, scrawling a few Greek characters upon
scrap of parchment, and rolling It carefully up, he directed
that it ahould be bound upon the girl's wrist, and remain there
tilt ahe was well. By good lock, o» possibly from ihe effect
of imagination, tbe ague returned no more.st least during
a week for which Holt remained their guest. At the end of
that time, having demanded hia bill with as much confidence
as if his pockets wore lined with jacobuses, tbe delighted
hostess, instead of asking payment, bewai ed her inability to
pay /um as she ought for the wonderful cure be had achieved
and her ill-fortune in not having lighted on him ten mon hs
sooner, which would have saved her an outlay of some fony
rounds. Her guest condescended, after much entreaty,
set off against his week's entertainment tbe valuable service
be had rendered, and wended merrily on hia way. Tbe ee-

quel of tbe atory goes onto relate that, when presiding aome
forty yeara afterwards at the assises of the same county,
wretched, decrepit old woman was indicted before him for
witchcraft, and charged with being in possession of s spell
wbi h gave her power to spread diseases amo'ig the cattle,
cure those that were diseased. Tbe chief justice desired that
thia formidable implement of sorcery might be banded up
him; and there, enveloped in many folds of dirty linen, he
found the identical piece of parchment arith which he bad
himeelf played the wixard so many years before. The mys¬
tery waa forthwith expounded to ibe jury \ it agreed with the
story previously told by the prisoner; the poor creature w
instantly acquitted, and her guest's long-standing debt amply
discharged-

.« He bad been early destined to tbe profession of the law
having been entered on the books of Gray's Inn when
waa only ten years old. His father waa then treasurer of that
society, and entitled to admit a son without a foe. Before
had completed hia first year's residence at Oxford, such were
his excesses, and such were tbe complaints which they called
forth, lhat Sir I bomas thought the only chanceof saving him
from utter rein was a change of ssene, of company, and
pursuits. Accordingly he was brought to London < he w
put under the care of a aober attorney, end be was rr«la'
to keep bia terms with a view to his ben g cslled to tbe bar
Tbe experiment had tbe moel brilliant succere. His refor
mation waa at once complete i and, without taking any v w

like Sir Maithew Hale, against stage |.lsys and drinking,
renouncing socety to avoid temptation, be sppli ar . n y
lo tbe study of ihe law, and his moral conduct was altogether
irreproachabte." .

" Holt having, some time after, committed another of tl
brotherhood, wiled John Atkins. to take his trial far aed,
nous Isnguage, the ssipe Lacy calWd at theicbief juwe.
boose in Bedford Kow, and deeired to see him. Servant
* My Lord is unw. II to-day. and cannot see company. Lacy
(in a very solemn tone.') . Acquaint your maater that
moat see him, for I bring a mresage to bun from the L
God.' Tbe chief justice, bSving ordered Lacy in snd
msndrd his business, waa thus addressed : . I come to yoo
prophet from tbe Lord God, who hae ssmi me lo ihee,
would have thee grant a nolle prosequi for John Atkins,
servant, wh..tn ihno has sent to prison. Holt, C J Thoa
art a false propt.el, and a lyi« g knave. If the Ixrrd God b d
sent thee, it would have been to the Attorney General, f.w be
Itnowe that it belongeth not to tbe chief Justice to gran' s
nolle prosequi / but I, as chief justice, eaa great a wyraro
lo eommit ihee to bear kim company.' This was immediately
done, and both prophets were convicted and pan:abed.

.

' tmmnrtui <
" Lord Manadeld anal, I think, be ainsMarod! the moat

prominent legal character Mid the bri|hteet oniMmt to the
profession of the law tbet appeered in Eotland daring the
bat caatury. Aa an advocate be did n<* display the impee-aioned eloquence of Erakine, bet bo wasV many yeaia tba
frpt msn at the ber among powerful competitors But before
a jury in tba «ommon-law courts, and addressing a single
«b in tba couru of equity, by (be adm osauioa of raaaon

on every cauaa in which right waa with h%r or which
waa doubtful. Tbara waa a common saying in those days,* Mr. Money's ata<«mont is of itaaif worth tba argBmant of
any other man.' Avoiding tba vulgar fault of mUmyreaaot-ing and exaggaraing facta, be placed them ia a pointof view
ao perapicnotw and ao favorable to hfci client that the nrdict
waa aacora before the narrative waa cioeed. The okeerva-
tions which followed aeemed to lefgeat traina of thinkingrather than to draw ooocJuiions 5 sad ao akilfefly did he cotv
caal his art that the boarem thought lhay farmed their opin¬ion in ooneeqaenee of the workinge of their ows minds, when
in troth it waa the effect of the moat ruloed dialectics. For
parliamentary oratory he waa more considerable then anylawyer our prefeesion conid boast of titt the appearance of
Henry Brougham.having been for many years ia both
Housee in the verv first rank of debaters. Lord Sumera en¬
tered Parliament late in Hfe, and could not apeak without
long preparation. Lord Cowper waa much more ready » but
be bad not bad the ben*fit of an academical education,-and
hia political information was rather limited. Lord Haraourt
hardly aspired to rise above the level of the Tory aquirea bywhom he waa surrounded. Lord Maodeafield was unpolish¬ed, though forcible ; and Lord King waa doll and tireeome.
Lord Hardwicke bad very moderate auccesa in the lionae of
Commona, and hia weight in the House of Loidli arose rather
fo nt hia high jadicial reputation than from his eloquence.
Lord Camden's aet apeechea in the House of Lords were ad¬
mirable < but he bad been found quite unequal to toe noise
and inegulaiitiee of tbe Houaa of Commons. Dunning,,
amidst all this turbulence, was in hia element, and was ba¬
toned to almoat aa well as Charles Pox bhnaelf; bufhe could
not bear the atiilnesa of the upper House, and there be fell
into insignificance. Even Lord Pluokett caeaad disappoint¬
ment when be spoke in the House of Lords, alter having
been acknowledged in the House of Commons to be superior
to Peel or to Canning. Neither in tbe one House nor in
the other did Erskine ever do any thing at all commensurate
to hia forensic reputation. Tharlow prevailed mote by the
abaggineaa of hie eyebrows and the loudoaaa of hia vocifera¬
tion than by hia aentimenta or hia expressions; and theeflect
of Wedderlmrn'e oratory, which waa fer mora artistic, was
ruined by hia character for insincerity. When Lord Eldon
had broken dbwn, in an attempt be made in the House of
Commons to be humorous, he never aithed at any thing be-
yond the pitch of an equity pleader; and Lord Redesdsle's
speeches in Psrlisment would have been reckoned dull even
in the Court of Chancery. Of Lord Mansfield's three contem¬
poraries.Lord Kenyon, Lord Ellenborough, and Lord Ten- -

terden.the first afleeted a knowledge of nothingfbeyondlaw,
except a few Latin quotatioua which be constantly misap¬
plied ; the aecond, though a acholar, and a ripe and good'
one, was only a few months in tbe House of Codmbooo, dur¬
ing which he did nothing beyond bringing in a law bill, and
in tbe House of Lords he rather alarmed the Peers by violent
ebullitions of indignation tint charmed or convinced tbem by
polished reaaoning; the laat, having devoted all hia beat
yeara to tbe drawing of apecial pleas, never was a member of
the House of Commons, and the few times that he addreaaed
tbe Lords he seemed to be opening to the jury tbe iasuee
joined on some very complicated record. But when Murray
waa in the Hooae of Commons the existence of sdministra-
tioos depended upon his giving or withholding from them the
aid of bis eloquence, and in the House i f Lords he was lis¬
tened to with increase.) respect and deference. The combi¬
nation of this excellence with hia other performances ia cer-
Minly much to be wondered atfor, while his competitors
were prapering for the approaching conflict by conning over
the works of orators and poets, be waa obliged to devote him¬
self to tbe Year Books, and to fill hia mind with tbe subtle¬
ties of contingent remainders and executory devieea. Who
ia there that could have argued against Mr. Justice Bleelr
stone in tbe morning concerning tbeapplication of the rule
in Shslley's case, and in tbe evening ebown himself equol to
Lord Chatham on the question of tbe right of the British
Parliament to tax America, or the policy of declaring war
against Speib T
" Nothing remains to be said for the purpose of proving

that he waa the fiist of common-law jodgea. Looking to the
etete of tbe court of king'a bench in his-time, it ia inpossible
not to envy the good fortune of those who practised under
him. The most timid were encouraged by his courtesy, and
the boldeat were awed by hta authority. Prom bia quickneaa
repetition and prolixity were inexcusable ; and there waa no
temptation to make bed points, ss sophistry was sure to be
deUc ed, and sound reaaoning was sure to pravail. When
tbe facta were aacertaioed the deciaion might be with confi¬
dence anticipated; and the experienced advocate knew when
to sit down, his caoae being either secure or hopelees. Tbe
consequence was that business was done not only with cer¬
tainly, but celerity; and men making> many thousands a yearhad some leisure both for recreation an# elegant literature.
We need not wonder that, being prosperous and happy under
bim, they were eager to pay bim homage, and that they ex-
ul'ed in bia paternal away. We may form a< notion of tba
love and respect with which he waa regarded from the follow¬
ing appeal to bim, when we knew that the apeaker-wae
Erskine, the moat fearleea and independent of men, eddtess-
ing him in the case of the Deen of St. Asapo :
" ' I am one of three,' mid he, *who eouldalmoM lull my¬

self by tbeae reflections from tbe apprebeaaion of immediate
mischief, even from the Isw of libel laid down by your lord¬
ship, if sou wale alwaya to continue to administer it youweIf.
I should feel a protection in tbe geatleueaa of your character;
in the love ofjustice which its own intrinsic excellence forcee
upon a mind enlig^ened by science, end enlarged by liberal
edoca'i m; and in that dignity of disposition ivbich grows
with the growth of an illustrioas reputation, and becomes a.
sort of pled<e to (he public fir security. But suA e recurity
is a shadow which paateth away. You cannot, my Lord, be
immortal; and how can you anawer for your successor ? If
you maintain the doctrinea which I serk to overturn, you ren¬
der yourself responsible for all the abuses that may follow
from them to our lateat posterity.' "

"brilliant lotteries
FOR AUGUST, 1851.

J. W MA(JK« * CO. Managers.
VIRGINIA 8TAT\B LOTTERY,

For tbe benefit of tbe Mon»ngalia Academy.
Class 92, for 1851.

To be drawn in Alexandria, Va., on Saturday, the 9th of
August. IVSt.

14 drawn numbers out of 75 !
siiao scubms.

I prize of..........$50,000
1 do of. 51,376
1 do of. 15,000
1 do of. 10,000
I do ot 5,OIK)

he. fee.'

1 prize of. $3,000
1 do of. 9,853

90 do of. I,*00
90 do of. 1,00040 do oC.... 500

fee.
Tickets 15, Halvea $7.50, Quarters $J.75, Eighths $1,87|.

VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,
For the benefit of the Monongalia Academy.

Cleas No. 98, for 1851.
To be drawn at Alexandria, Va., on Saturday, August 16,1851.

15 Drawn Numbers out of 78.
1 prize of. $35,000 I 6 prizes of 3,108

1 do 15,000 10 do 1,500
9 do 7,500 I 10 do 1,000

kt. tie. fee.
Tickets $10.Halvea $5.Quarters $9.50.

Certificates of packages of 88 whole tickets $190 00
Do. do 26 half do 60 00

Do.do 96 quarter do 30 00

167,500.$40,000.$20,000.$15,000.#14,360!
50 Prises of $2,0001

VIRGINIA STATE LOITERY,
For the benefit tof Monongalia Academy,

Claea I, for 1851.
To be drawn in Alesandria, Va., on Saturday, the 93d ot

August, 1851.
78 number tottery.13 drawn ballots.

aaiLLIAST BCBSME.
I aplendid prize of. .$67,500
1 do do .... 40,000
1 do do .... 90,000
1 do do .... 15,1 Oo
1 prize of. I*,260

10 prize of. $3,500
50 do 9,000
50 do 1,000
171 do,loweat 3 No, 1,000

Ice. fee. fee.
Tickets $90.Halves $10. Quartera $5.Eighths $9 50.
Certifieatea of packages ot 86 whole tieketa $870 00

dodo 96 hall tieketa 135 00
dodo 26 quarter ticketa. 67 50
dodo 96 eighth tickets 33 75

$40,000.$20,000.$10,000, to.
50 prises of $1,000.

VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,
For the benefit of Monongalia Academy.To be drawu io Alexandria, Va., on Saturday, the 30th

August 1851.
Clas« No. 109, lor 1851.

75 number lottery.19 drawn ballote.
spLBsma acHxas.

I prize of $40,1* o
1 do of. 90.000
I do of. 10,000
1 do ... 5,0" 0

1 prize of $6,000
1 3,595

50 do .1,000
fee. fee.

Ticketa only $ 10. Halves $6.Quartera $2 50.
Hertifteate of package 25 whole tieketa.. $180 00 j

dodo 25 half tieketa 65 00;dodo 25 quarter tfeketa 39 SO
Orders for tieteta and iharea, and eertitie*t«sot packages,

n the above ([den(ltd Lottimea, will reeuive the most prompt
.wwii, and an official aoeount of each drawing seat insssa-
.auly afte- H i« «ver to all who order from as.
Adtlrecs J. A C. MAURY, Agrafe,

july SS . 8to*andrle,T


